1

. Approved For Release 2007/08/20 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100120127-1 oo i

-

STAT |

> Approved For Release 2007/08/20 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100120127-1
7
/ ARTLLIY awrnangn
N D 3 THE WASHIMGTON STAR
T 17 September 1977
B e St R P R T TR > L Lo
‘ Canal ‘Bugging’ Charge Draws
_Canal ‘Bugging’ Charge Draws,
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Many Denals,

T By Jefeniiégyb’iéiargf‘ I ) .
RO Washington Star Stalf Writer .. - ‘the committee planned to question | STAT
" The Carter administration’s cam-| - CIA Director Stansfield Turner early -

" paign to win public backing in the - next week about the alli%ations._l‘a‘_ut
United States and Latin America for neither he nor: any other official
the Panama Canal treaties has anew| - would divulge the source of the alle-
problem. LT S S T bEON P gatlons.- . ,_ - vn 2 il
.- The Senate Intelligence Committee U T e e
-is investigating allegations that the . THE STORY WAS broken by, CBS
United States used electronic eaves-| . yesterday porning American offi-
dropping against Panama during the . ¢ials quickly said Panama had done
-negotiations and that Panama inturn| . -nothing irregular and that they would
blackmailed the Americans when it| have known if the Panamanians. had
learned of the surveillance. - %775 _gilec}‘ : to-lttxgeusgch mtf.orgnatmn to
poficials yesterday quickly denied| . The ranking Panamanian 11 Wash-

: anama had done anything im-| 0000 "Ricardo Bilonick, said the al.

" proper. Panamanian officials denied- legation was .an outrageous: lie. He
~that they had any knowledge of elec- said Panama knew nothing of any )

- tronic eavesdropping or that they " American atterapt to bug_them and
+had ever used such information to therefore could got' have made im-- ‘

. blackma:{ the Americannegotiators. proper use of such information. A
- - But while almost all sources were ! State Department spokesman, Hod-
absolvxqga the P fafpa_mamans_ Oé ¢ ding Carter III, said, “Insofar as the |-

( wlfg:tgd“g‘b' U.!S‘.eg t?i:losnfgxe!:tmgn' - allegation that there has been some |-

- ohather Amens cents had been | - form of blackmail or intimidation or
w hgl:‘b merican tggeg a n.ge g.|  similar methods to affect the treaty
‘caugnt. Dugging the Lanamanians:| opyreaty negotiations, I categorically
.a;,__aqy stage of the negotiations. U.S. rodemythat.> - et

:-gné"‘asltsatf?f%ﬁg r—fu‘- tw h“%ﬁ:’;”? “ 3 \Earlier this year, the Senate com-

" would Rave to abids by the standacy | -, ittee criticized responsible officials| .

: would av; 0 abide by the standard 'of the CIA for permitting the'agency | . ~
pratﬁti:ce of refusing to comment on “to bug and spy on Micronesian. delé--

.Antelligenceoperations. ... .~} o _ga{gs.who were negoftlilating with U.S. -

g N BT e e 2w %il “rauthorities on the  future status of |
.rm CLOSEST THING to a denial | 3900 pacific:islands now-under -

-:_% Amnerican. eavesdr?ppmg ‘f‘f’.“..t}‘ef drusteeship agreement.- The commit- |

. Panamanians came -from. officials,.: ;"tee said last May that then-Secretaty .

- g.ed':,atngmg 330}?3";"“9&““‘?3‘4 they ‘of State Henry A, Kissinger had -ap- ‘

i€ ¢ now il teda etg_tatloltls-, tproved the CIA operation for clandes-! '

| were true and suggested antitreaty. tine collection of information on the:

; Americans might :have planted the Miecro :inependence- move-.

* reportsinthefirstplace: "o s <ment : S w5

o D Intellli.;,rence .Cog.ugittee Ch trma'n-‘ s o tu

. Daniel . Inouye, - D-Hawaii, - after* a c OTO! N . - -

/three-hour “closed-door meeting at'| ° Mfuﬁgoxﬁfzé?gh:{pv‘:::;ggg w?%g:

- Which the panel questioned Ambassa- ‘Bunkef on the negotiations for the' e

1g°"— fuswow.£@er.t;a1§&... 'In}xe._. ztreaty, were not called by Inouye be-' T

: Bm e ‘;:g‘xjnmx eg'e’ me T ‘}"" int “‘." -cause they were out of town. Presum-. . .
~ er and members of tae intelli-|  ‘p1y hoth will appear next week! = -

-gence -community. -to ldls::!us_& the; "~ ,Meanwhile,%othﬁU.S. and” Pana- ’ .
Panama Canal-and-related issues. : manian officials privately denounced’!

e ouns fonded off o dossw attampts|  * the report as likely to be harmful to

r'to. ‘utelﬂ'ionhhim furtherz-abouthh it ;a;tf???fs_)‘ prospects-fo (ratifica-

‘took three hours to question Bunker| "o conldn’t ‘admit it if it was )

":ang lghli ‘i'feit’;'esﬁ“*.’atgg’iagf : tgeaCI!t:  true, and we can’t deny it if it is false |

?g‘e‘ avol ;. n;’te o13 et:x ‘i, Rot1 . because that’s:the. policy on.intelli- )

en 1nvo I‘:Ie f‘.n l}xggmg d""'d ig:; ;. gence questions,” said one - official. | S :

.Iapians. He finally: conceded 1 X'We'll have to take our lumps ane| ;

1#pope it does no lasting harm, ), 4%
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